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provided it is kept within reasonable proportions, is at least
evidence of a desire to make a home a home. And the auto-
matic thrift of the co-operative society has furnished a means
not only of saving as you spend, but even of saving as you
borrow.
We are thus witnesses of—and participators in—a rare and
fascinating phenomenon, the rise of a new standard of living,
the pursuit of which has made a profound difference to the
domestic economy of the poverty-stricken as of all classes.
In this process the social services have played no small role.
They are one aspect of this phase of social evolution. And
the whole is not conceivable without the part, nor the part
without the whole.
Those services that have their roots in the nineteenth
century have regarded the problem of good management and
judicious spending as one of material and moral environment
and education. It has been for them a matter of overcoming
lack of enterprise or intelligence by providing better oppor-
tunities and inculcating better habits. Self-respect has had to
be made easy and attractive. Slum-clearance and compulsory
removal to ample and sanitary accommodation has gradually
become part of our life, though its results have often been
vitiated by the absence of experienced and discerning
property-management, and especially by inadequate attention
to the needs and standards of individual families. The health
visitor and blind-welfare visitor have come into the home.
The public social services no longer wait until a child has been
kept away from school before they knock at the door; still less
do they wait until a family is reduced to financial destitution
before they step across the door-step. They have learned to
do on an infinitely wider scale what had hitherto been done
only by a few of the wiser dispensers of private charity. It no
longer pays to look poor to the same extent as in the pauperiz-
ing days of ostentatious Victorian almsgiving. Training in good
habits in special schools holds out hope of making the mental
defective less socially inefficient. Public elementary schools,
handicapped as they are, have done something for moral and

